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(54) Internet facsimile communication system and internet facsimile communication adaptor 



(57) An internet facsimile communication system 
capable, in the internet facsimile based on the Recom- 
mendation T.38, of receiving an incoming call for a fac- 
simile communication regardless of the setting of receiv- 
ing mode in the facsimile apparatus thereby avoiding a 
drawback that a person responds to a facsimile commu- 
nication. 



The internet facsimile communication system com- 
prises an adaptor for connection with an I P network and 
a G3 facsimile apparatus, in which the adaptor changes 
the format of a call signal for calling the G3 facsimile 
apparatus, between an incoming call for a facsimile 
communication and other incoming call, thereby inform- 
ing the G3 facsimile apparatus of an incoming call for 
the facsimile communication. 



FIG. 1 




Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR) 



1 



EP 1 309 166 A1 



2 



Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

[0001] The present invention relates to an internet 
facsimile communication system provided with (1 ) an in- 
ternet facsimile adaptor apparatus which is connectable 
with a PSTN network and an IP network and is provided 
also with an analog port, and (2) a facsimile apparatus 
connected to the above-mentioned analog port. 

Related Background Art 

[0002] Recently, the ITU-T issued the Recommenda- 
tion H.323 as a standard for communication of voice and 
image through the I P network. Also the ITU-T issued the 
Recommendation T.38 for real-time facsimile communi- 
cation utilizing the IP network. 

[0003] In response thereto, there is commercialized 
an adaptor based on such recommendations H.323 and 
T.38. 

[0004] Such adaptor based on the Recommendations 
H.323 and T.38 is provided with a port for connection to 
the IP network and a port for connection to a telephone 
or a facsimile apparatus. By the adaptor, in case of an 
incoming call from the IP network, a voice call is sub- 
jected to voice encoding/decoding according to the en- 
coding method defined in the Recommendation H.323 
so as to ring a telephone set, and in case of a facsimile 
communication, the communication executed accord- 
ing to the Recommendation T.38 is converted into a sys- 
tem of the Recommendation T.30 so as to call for the 
facsimile apparatus. 

[0005] An adaptor of this kind is usually provided with 
a port for connection to the IP network and also with a 
port for connection to the PSTN network. 
[0006] Thus, a channel to be used is switched accord- 
ing to the necessity, since the connection with the I P net- 
work alone cannot establish communication with the tel- 
ephone or the facsimile apparatus connected to the 
PSTN network. 

[0007] The facsimile apparatus is to be basically con- 
nected to the PSTN network, and, at the reception of a 
call in such connection, it is not possible to judge wheth- 
er the content of the communication is a voice commu- 
nication or a fax communication. On the other hand, 
since there is a requirement of using one telephone line 
both for the telephone set and the facsimile apparatus, 
the facsimile apparatus is mostly provided with plural 
operation modes such as "TEL mode", "FAX mode", 
"FAX/TEL switching mode", etc and is used by switching 
such modes according to the necessity. 
[0008] In the above-mentioned "TEL mode", a FAX in- 
coming call is not automatically responded but an in- 
coming call is always responded by the telephone, and 
the facsimile apparatus is thereafter manually activated 



if necessary. In the "FAX mode", a FAX incoming call is 
automatically responded by the facsimile apparatus to 
initiate a facsimile communication. In the "FAX/TEL 
switching mode", the facsimile apparatus receives an 
5 incoming call and judges whether the counterpart is a 
person or a facsimile apparatus, and, in case of the per- 
son, calls the telephone set, but, in case of the facsimile 
apparatus, initiates the facsimile communication. 
[0009] On the other hand, in case of the internet fac- 
10 simile, the adaptor side can know in advance whether 
the content of communication is a voice communication 
by VoIP or a facsimile communication according to T.38. 
[0010] However, since the adaptor and the facsimile 
apparatus are usually connected with a two-wire tele- 
's phone line without any other interface, it is not possible 
to transmit additional information on the content of con- 
nection, so that, depending on the setting of the facsim- 
ile apparatus, there may be encountered a drawback 
that the incoming call is responded by the facsimile ap- 
20 paratus even when the adaptor side knows it is a voice 
communication, or inversely by the telephone even 
when the adaptor side knows it is a facsimile communi- 
cation. 

[001 1 ] It is easily possible to avoid such drawback by 
25 connecting an exclusive l/F between the adaptor and 
the facsimile apparatus thereby transmitting additional 
information, but the preparation of such particular fac- 
simile apparatus leads to an increased cost and pre- 
cludes free combination of the adaptor and the facsimile 
30 apparatus, thereby restricting the range of selection. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0012] A concern of the present invention is to provide 
35 an internet facsimile communication system and an in- 
ternet facsimile communication adaptor capable of 
avoiding a situation where an incoming call evidently 
identifiable as a facsimile communication is received by 
a person or an incoming call evidently identifiable as a 
40 voice communication is received by a facsimile appara- 
tus and, in case an incoming call cannot be identified as 
a voice communication or a facsimile communication, 
there can be executed a telephone preferential mode, 
a FAX preferential mode or a FAX/TEL auto switching 
45 mode according to the setting of the facsimile appara- 
tus. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
50 [0013] 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the configuration 
of an internet facsimile communication system con- 
stituting an embodiment of the present invention; 
55 Figs. 2A and 2B are views showing the format of a 
call signal to be used in the above-mentioned em- 
bodiment; 

Fig. 3 is a flow chart showing the function of an 
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adaptor apparatus 1 in the above-mentioned em- 
bodiment; and 

Fig. 4 is a flow chart showing the function of a fac- 
simile apparatus 2 side in the above-mentioned em- 
bodiment. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

[0014] Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing the configu- 
ration of an internet facsimile communication system 
100 constituting an embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. 

[0015] In the internet facsimile communication sys- 
tem 100, an internet facsimile adaptor apparatus 1 con- 
nects a PSTN network, a facsimile apparatus 2, a tele- 
phone set 3, a PC 4, a station exchange 5 (PSTN net- 
work) and an IP network 6, and is provided with an IP 
port for connection with the IP network 6. 
[0016] The adaptor apparatus 1 also has a function 
as a router and is directly connected to the IP network 
6 through a channel of a rate of about 128 Kbps, but it 
is also possible to separate the router therefrom and 
substitute a router interface. In such case, there can be 
employed such a rooter interface as 100BASE-T. 
[0017] The adaptor apparatus 1 is provided with a 
LINE port for connection with the PSTN network. The 
PSTN network is assumed to be composed of analog 
telephone lines, but an ISDN may be used as the PSTN 
network. 

[0018] The adaptor apparatus 1 is further provided 
with an analog port for connection with the telephone 
set 3, the facsimile apparatus 2, etc., and such analog 
port is connected to a terminal device such as a tele- 
phone set to be compatible in electrical characteristics 
to the analog PSTN network. In the present embodi- 
ment, the adaptor apparatus 1 is provided with a single 
analog port. 

[0019] The adaptor apparatus 1 is further provided 
with a LAN port for connecting thereto a network device 
such as a PC. In the present embodiment, the LAN port 
is assumed to be composed of an ordinary Ethernet 
(trade name) of 100BASE-T. 

[0020] The ordinary facsimile apparatus 2 is connect- 
ed to the analog port of the adaptor apparatus 1. The 
facsimile apparatus 2 is also provided with a TEL port 
for connection with a child telephone. 
[0021] The ordinary telephone set 3 is connected, in 
the present embodiment, to the TEL port of the facsimile 
apparatus 2, but may also be directly connected to the 
analog port of the adaptor apparatus 1 in case it has 
plural analog ports. 

[0022] The PC 4 is connected to the LAN port of the 
adaptor apparatus 1 . 

[0023] In addition to the foregoing, there are provided 
the station exchange 5 for the PSTN network, and the 
IP network 6. 

[0024] In the following there will be explained the for- 



mat of call signals to be employed in the present em- 
bodiment. 

[0025] Figs. 2A and 2B show the formats of the call 
signals to be used in the present embodiment. 

5 [0026] Fig. 2A shows, as a first call signal CM , a non- 
ringing call signal (non-ringing call signal for F network) 
which is a tone signal of 1 300 Hz, and a double-ring sig- 
nal (a call signal of a sequence different from the ordi- 
nary call signal used in PSTN network). 

w [0027] The double-ringing signal is a call signal of a 
different sequence, and is same as a second call signal 
in the amplitude and in the frequency, but has an ON- 
time of 300 ms, an OFF-time of 300 ms and an ON-time 
of 300 ms, within a cycle time of 3 seconds. 

15 [0028] Fig. 2B shows a second call signal CI2. The 
second call signal CI2 has a format commonly used in 
the PSTN network, and consists, in case of Japan, of 
an AC signal of 16 Hz at 75 V, having an ON-time of 1 
second within a cycle time of 3 seconds. 

20 [0029] In the following there will be explained the func- 
tion of the adaptor apparatus 1 in the present embodi- 
ment. 

[0030] Fig. 3 is a flow chart showing the function of 
the adaptor apparatus 1 . 
25 [0031] The adaptor apparatus 1 , having two channel 
l/F ports for the PSTN network and the I P network, mon- 
itors the incoming call on both channels in a stand-by 
state. 

[0032] A step S301 checks whether a PSTN incoming 

30 call (an incoming call from the PSTN network) is re- 
ceived. In case the PSTN incoming call is received, 
whether it is a telephone call or a facsimile call cannot 
be identified, so that the sequence proceeds to a step 
S307 to call the analog port with asecond call signal CI2. 

35 [0033] In case the step S301 determines that the 
PSTN incoming call is not received, a step S302 checks 
whether an IP incoming call (an incoming call from the 
IP network) is received. If the IP incoming call is not re- 
ceived, the sequence returns to the step S301 to repeat 

40 the foregoing procedure. 

[0034] In case the I P incoming call is received (S302), 
a step S303 checks whether the IP incoming call is for 
voice communication. If so, a phase A (call setting) of 
the standard H.323 is initiated, whereby the content of 

45 the communication can be confirmed. If the voice com- 
munication is thus confirmed, the sequence proceeds 
to a step S307 to call the analog port by the second call 
signal CI2. 

[0035] If the IP incoming call is not for the voice com- 
50 munication (S303), a step S304 checks whether it is for 
a facsimile communication. In case it is for the facsimile 
communication, the phase A (call setting) of the stand- 
ard H.323 also declares a facsimile communication ac- 
cording toT.38, so that the facsimile communication can 
55 be confirmed. If the incoming call is not for the a facsim- 
ile communication, the sequence proceeds to a step 
S305 for connection to the LAN port. The function of the 
LAN port is not contained in a scope of the present em- 
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bodiment and will not, therefore, be explained further. 
[0036] In case the IP incoming call for the facsimile 
communication based on the standard T.38 is confirmed 
(S304), the sequence proceeds to a step S306 for call- 
ing the analog port with the first call signal CM . 
[0037] The first call signal C1 1 is a non-ringing call sig- 
nal of the F network, having a tone of 1300 Hz for ex- 
ample, but a double-ring signal can also be used simi- 
larly. 

[0038] Then the facsimile communication is executed 
(S308). The function of the adaptor during the facsimile 
communication is same as that defined in the Recom- 
mendation T.38 and will not be explained in detail. 
[0039] In case the communication is terminated in a 
normal/abnormal state after the facsimile apparatus re- 
sponds to the first call signal CM, or in case a calling 
station disconnects the call while the facsimile appara- 
tus does not respond to the first call signal CM , the proc- 
ess is terminated and the sequence returns to the start 
of the process. 

[0040] Also, after the analog port is called with a sec- 
ond call signal CI2 (S307), there is executed the voice 
communication (S308). In case the analog port is re- 
leased after a response to the analog port, or in case 
the calling station disconnects the call while the second 
call signal CI2 is not responded, the process is termi- 
nated and the sequence returns to the start of the proc- 
ess. 

[0041] In the foregoing there has been explained the 
function of the adaptor apparatus 1 . 
[0042] In the following there will be explained the func- 
tion of the facsimile apparatus side in the present em- 
bodiment. 

[0043] Fig. 4 is a flow chart showing the function of a 
side of the facsimile apparatus 2 in the present embod- 
iment. 

[0044] A step S401 checks whether the first call signal 
CM is received. In case the first call signal CM is detect- 
ed, the sequence proceeds to a step S408. In the 
present embodiment, as explained in the foregoing, the 
first call signal is assumed to be a non-ringing call signal 
of the F network, namely a tone of 1 300 Hz. Since such 
non-ringing call signal is exclusive forthe facsimile com- 
munication, so that the facsimile apparatus uncondition- 
ally initiates the facsimile communication. 
[0045] In case a double-ring signal is used as the first 
call signal CM, the facsimile apparatus may recognize 
that such signal is different from an ordinary call signal 
but cannot identify that it is for the facsimile communi- 
cation. 

[0046] Therefore, the facsimile apparatus is so preset 
as to unconditionally execute the facsimile communica- 
tion in case of receiving the aforementioned double-ring 
signal. The control method itself for switching the oper- 
ation after a call reception depending on the wave form 
of the call signal is already known and will not be ex- 
plained in detail, but such setting allows to use the dou- 
ble-ring signal as the call signal exclusive for the fac- 



simile communication, like the tone signal of 1300 Hz. 
[0047] In case the first call signal CM is not detected 
(S401 ), it is checked whether the second call signal CI2, 
which is similar to the call signal ordinarily used in the 

5 PSTN network, is received (S402). 

[0048] In case the second call signal CI2 is not detect- 
ed (S402), the sequence returns to the step S401 for 
repeating the above-explained procedure. 
[0049] In case the second call signal CI2 is detected 

10 (S402), a step S403 checks an operation mode of the 
facsimile apparatus 2. This check is conducted because 
an operation of the facsimile apparatus operates ac- 
cording to the setting thereof, since, in case the second 
call signal CI2 is received, it is not possible to identify 

15 whether the incoming call is for the voice communication 
or for the a facsimile communication. 
[0050] In case the operation mode is a FAX mode 

(5403) , there is initiated the facsimile communication 
(S408). 

20 [0051] In case the operation mode is not the FAX 
mode (S403), whether it is a TEL mode is checked 

(5404) . If so (S404), the voice communication is started 
(S407). 

[0052] In case the operation mode is not the TEL 
25 mode (S404) either, a FAX/TEL auto switching mode is 
executed (S405). Since this function is already known, 
there will not be given a detailed explanation, but the 
facsimile apparatus 2 captures a channel and monitors 
a signal from a partner station. In this operation, there 
30 may be suitably executed the transmission of a voice 
response or a pseudo ring-back tone. If a CNG signal, 
namely a tone of 1100 Hz, from the partner station is 
detected within a predetermined time, the partner sta- 
tion is identified as an apparatus provided with an auto 
35 calling function and thus the facsimile communication is 
initiated (S408). 

[0053] If the CNG signal cannot be detected, the part- 
ner station is probably a person, so that the voice com- 
munication is initiated (S407). 

40 [0054] In case the operator executes an off-hook op- 
eration of the telephone set 3 and then an on-hook op- 
eration, or in case the calling station releases the chan- 
nel before the response of an operator, the step S407 
terminates the process and the sequence returns to the 

45 start of the procedure. 

[0055] The facsimile communication (S408) is al- 
ready known and will not be explained in detail. When 
the facsimile communication is terminated regardless 
whether in normal/abnormal state, the sequence returns 

50 to the start of the process. 

[0056] In the foregoing, there has been explained the 
process in the side of the facsimile apparatus 2. 
[0057] The above-described embodiment allows to 
prevent a situation where an incoming call evidently 

55 identifiable as the a facsimile communication is received 
by a person or the incoming call evidently identifiable as 
the voice communication is received by the facsimile ap- 
paratus 2, and, on the incoming call not identifiable as 
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the voice communication or the facsimile communica- 
tion, to execute the telephone preferential operation, the 
facsimile preferential operation or the FAX/TEL auto 
switching operation according to the setting of the fac- 
simile apparatus. 

[0058] Also the facsimile apparatus 2 to be used in 
the present embodiment does not require the addition 
of any special specification, and as such facsimile ap- 
paratus, a commercially ordinary facsimile apparatus is 
available. Such facsimile apparatus can therefore be 
freely selected among various models and can be easily 
obtained with a low cost. 

[0059] Thus, the above-described embodiment in- 
forms whether an incoming call is for the voice commu- 
nication or for the facsimile communication, by changing 
the format of the call signal for calling the facsimile ap- 
paratus from the adaptor, thereby enabling an appropri- 
ate response at the facsimile apparatus. 
[0060] One of the call signals used in the embodiment 
is equivalent to that use in the PSTN network, and, in 
case of Japan, so-called single-ring signal consisting of 
repetition of an ON state for 1 second and an OFF state 
for 2 seconds. 

[0061 ] Another of the call signals has a format clearly 
distinguishable from the foregoing, for example a tone 
signal of 1300 Hz, called as FC used in the non-ringing 
call-receiving service in the F network, or a so-called 
double-ring signal consisting of repetition of an ON state 
for 0.3 seconds, an OFF state for 0.3 seconds, an ON 
state for 0.3 seconds and an OFF state for 2 seconds. 
[0062] Most of the facsimile apparatus adapted to the 
F network in Japan accommodates the first-mentioned 
FC signal. Also the latter double-ring signal is used in a 
ringing tone differentiating service in Japan and in a 
DRPD service in the U.S. Therefore, the facsimile ap- 
paratus capable of recognizing the difference of these 
signals and selecting the operation accordingly is avail- 
able regardless of a manufacturer. 
[0063] Consequently, by recognizing the incoming 
call for the facsimile communication at the adaptor side 
and executing the activating operations by recognition 
of these call signals, most of the facsimile apparatus can 
execute a process matching the incoming call. 
[0064] The above-described embodiment provides 
an effect of preventing a situation where an incoming 
call evidently identifiable as the facsimile communica- 
tion is received by a person or the incoming call evident- 
ly identifiable as the voice communication is received by 
the facsimile apparatus 2, and, on the incoming call not 
identifiable as the voice communication or the facsimile 
communication, executing the telephone preferential 
operation, the facsimile preferential operation or the 
FAX/TEL auto switching operation according to the set- 
ting of the facsimile apparatus. 



Claims 

1. An internet facsimile communication system com- 
prising (1) an internet facsimile adaptor apparatus 

5 which is connectable to a PSTN network and an IP 

network and is provided with an analog port con- 
nectable with a facsimile apparatus, and (2) a fac- 
simile apparatus which is connected to said analog 
port: 

10 wherein said internet facsimile adaptor appa- 

ratus has a function of generating, in said analog 
port, a first call signal to be used in case an incoming 
call for facsimile communication is recognized and 
a second call signal to be used in other cases; and 
15 said facsimile apparatus executes, in case of 

receiving said first call signal, a call reception re- 
gardless of the setting of said facsimile apparatus, 
and, in case of receiving said second call signal, ex- 
ecutes or refuses a call reception according to the 
20 setting of the transmission. 

2. A system according to claim 1 , wherein said case 
where an incoming call for facsimile communication 
is recognized includes a case of receiving an incom- 
es ing call of a real-time internet facsimile according to 

the Recommendation T.38 from said IP network. 

3. A system according to claim 2, wherein said second 
call signal is same in format as an ordinary call sig- 

30 nal used in said PSTN network, and said first call 
signal is a non-ringing call signal of an F network. 

4. A system according to claim 2, wherein said second 
call signal is same in format as an ordinary call sig- 

35 nal used in said PSTN network, and said first call 
signal is a call signal different in sequence from an 
ordinary call signal used in said PSTN network. 

5. An internet facsimile communication adaptor which 
40 is connectable to a PSTN network and an IP net- 
work and is provided with an analog port connect- 
able with a facsimile apparatus, the adaptor com- 
prising: 



45 a function of generating, in said analog port, a 

first call signal to be used in case an incoming 
call for facsimile communication is recognized 
and a second call signal to be used in other cas- 
es; 

50 

wherein said adaptor outputs said first call sig- 
nal to the analog port in case an incoming call for a 
real-time internet facsimile communication accord- 
ing to the recommendation T.38 is received from 
55 said IP network, or outputs said second call signal 
to the analog port in case an incoming call for a 
voice communication is received from the PSTN 
network or the IP network. 
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6. An adaptor according to claim 5, wherein said sec- 
ond call signal is same in format as an ordinary call 
signal used in said PSTN network, and said first call 
signal is a call signal different in sequence from an 
ordinary call signal used in said PSTN network. 5 

7. An internet facsimile communication method com- 
prising steps of: 

providing an internet facsimile adaptor con- 10 
nectable to a PSTN network and an IP network 
and provided with an analog port connectable 
with a facsimile apparatus; 
causing said adaptor, in case of receiving an 
incoming call for a real-time internet facsimile 15 
communication according to the recommenda- 
tion T.38 from said IP network, to output a first 
call signal to be used in case an incoming call 
of a facsimile communication is recognized, to 
said analog port; and 20 
causing said adaptor, in case of receiving an 
incoming call for a voice communication from 
the PSTN network or the IP network, to output 
a second call signal to be used in case an in- 
coming call other than a facsimile communica- 25 
tion is recognized, to said analog port. 

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein said second 
call signal is same in format as an ordinary call sig- 
nal used in said PSTN network, and said first call 30 
signal is a call signal different in sequence from an 
ordinary call signal used in said PSTN network. 
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